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Pop culture is where collective understandings of science are created, stereotypes of scientists are 

generated, and attitudes towards science are shaped. Exploring its portrayal, facets and dynamics 

in film, comics, and street art reveals how our scientific past, present, and future are imagined and 

understood. The stupendous (inter)connections between science and popular culture teach us 

about the status of science as a cultural force – science in and as culture – and about the ways 

science has excited the public imagination. Studying cultural meanings of science reveals 

transmedial strategies used to manipulate not only the object but also the observer: to enchant and 

beguile an audience – how scientific research is connected to and expressed by creative 

imagination. Exploring science in popular culture helps us contextualise and broaden our 

understanding of the relationship between fact and fiction. These are some of the reasons we 

created Popsicule, ANU’s Science in Pop Culture and Entertainment Hub. Popsicule is part of the 

Australian National Centre for the Public Awareness of Science (CPAS), Australia’s leading centre 

for research, education and practice in science communication and engagement. At the Popsicule 

we aim to diversify our understanding of science in society and build narrative power – to 

shape the way we talk, think and feel about science. We activate and support an ecosystem of 

cohorts and networks, including students, academics, street artists, podcast creators, CPAS 

Creative Visiting Fellows and much more. Our initiatives develop and disseminate new ideas to 

promote innovation, understanding and interest in science and research (#1.1-1.2); increase 

science awareness in the community on the national and international stages (#4-6); foster 

public dialogue about science (#1.3-1.4); cultivate social and art-driven engagement with 

science by addressing, navigating and including different communication landscapes with diverse 

non-expert audiences (#5-8); and encourage critical and original research-enriched thinking 

(#1-8). Popsicule initiatives and projects contribute to our vision of developing research and 

knowledge infrastructures, inclusive and accessible to all.  

*** 

 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION – PART 1 

Evidence of Impact: Enhancing Learning through teaching, mentorship and student empowerment 
(student projects and voices) 
 

#1  

OVERVIEW OF STUDENT-LED ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS EMERGING FROM POPSICULE 

RESEARCH PROJECTS, supervised by Dr Anna-Sophie Jürgens, some of them were co-

authored and co-mentored by Dr Karina Judd and/or Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe 
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#1.1 
Peer-reviewed academic research publications co-authored (and partly led) by students and PhD 
students 
 
Judd, K., Gaul, B. and A.-S. Jürgens (2025): Women Scientists in American Television Comedy: 
Beakers, Big Bangs and Broken Hearts, Palgrave Macmillan (series: “Palgrave Studies in Science 
and Popular Culture”).  

Cook, G., Fiadotava, A., Clitheroe, C. L., & Jürgens, A.-S. (2025): "Science is funny as long as it 
happens to someone else: understanding humour in science publications", International Journal of 
Science Education, Part B, 1–15. https://doi.org/10.1080/21548455.2025.2537141. 

Kinsella, A. and A.-S. Jürgens (2024): “Gender and terror tangled in the weeds: Poison Ivy 
between eco-feminism and eco-terrorism”, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (online). 

Jürgens, A.-S., Darragh, L., Peace, P., Agha, R., Viana, J. N. and Richards, I. (2024): “Studying 
science in pop culture through textual analysis. An introduction to examining science in visual texts 
— Street art, comics and (animated) film”, JCOM 23(03), Y01. 

Jürgens, A.-S., Fiadotava, A. and Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe (2024): “Vaude-villain and violent funster: 
Harley Quinn and humour”, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 

Richards, I. and A.-S. Jürgens (2023): “Being the Environment: Conveying Environmental Fragility 
and Sustainability through Indigenous Biocultural Knowledge in Contemporary Aboriginal Science 
Fiction”, Journal of Science & Popular Culture. 

Thaker, P., Jürgens, A.-S., Judd, K., Fiadotava, A., Hemkendreis, A. and C. Holliday (2023): 
“Humour for Change? Melting Ice and Environmental Fragility in the Animated Film Comedies Ice 
Age: The Meltdown and Happy Feet Two”, Journal of Science and Popular Culture. 

Thompson, B., A.-S. Jürgens, BOHIE and R. Lamberts (2023): “Street Art and Environmental 
Science Communication”, Journal of Science Communication 22(04), A01. 

Soucy-Humphreys, J., Judd, K. and A.-S. Jürgens (2023): “Challenging the Stereotype Through 
Humor? Comic Female Scientists in Animated TV Series for Young Audiences”, Frontiers in 
Communication / Science and Environmental Communication 7. 

Hee, Matthew, Jürgens, A.-S., Fiadotava, A., Judd, K. and H. Feldman (2022). “Communicating 
Urgency Through Humor: School Strike 4 Climate Protest Placards”, Journal of Science 
Communication. 

#1.2 
Peer-reviewed online publications co-authored with MA and research project students 

TA, Tatiana Bur, Sarah Barnes and A.-S. Jürgens (2024): "TA: Collaborating on Diacritical & 
Competent AI Art – Part 2." w/k – Between Science & Art. 11 July 2024. 
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9704. 
 

TA, Sarah Barnes, Tatiana Bur and A.-S. Jürgens (2024): "TA: AI Art for Research & Unimaginable 
Futures – Part 1." w/k – Between Science & Art. 10 July 2024. https://doi.org/10.55597/e9683. 
 

Lee Constable, A.-S. Jürgens and Blake Thompson (2023): "Founding 'Science Meets Street Art' 
Co-Labs". w/k – Between Science & Art. 1 February 2023. https://doi.org/10.55597/e8703.  
 

PHIBS and A.-S. Jürgens (2022): "Graffiti, Street Art and Engagement". w/k – Between Science & 
Art. 1 November 2022. https://doi.org/10.55597/e8292. 
 

Byrd, A.-S. Jürgens and Blake Thompson (2022): "Art as Pictographic Space and Field Work". w/k 
– Between Science & Art. 7 September 2022. https://doi.org/10.55597/e8096. 
 

Dan Power, A.-S. Jürgens and Blake Thompson (2022): "Dan Power: Art and Environmental 
Fragility". w/k – Between Science & Art. 20 June 2022. https://doi.org/10.55597/e7767. 
 

BOHIE, A.-S. Jürgens and Blake Thompson (2022): "BOHIE: Art for the Environment". w/k – 
Between Science & Art. 27 May 2022. https://doi.org/10.55597/e7655. 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-81525-6
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-81525-6
https://doi.org/10.1080/21548455.2025.2537141
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21504857.2024.2392601
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21504857.2024.2392601
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2303_2024_Y01/
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2303_2024_Y01/
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2303_2024_Y01/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21504857.2024.2330587
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21504857.2024.2330587
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/jspc_00031_1
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/jspc_00031_1
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/jspc_00031_1
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/jspc_00028_1
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/jspc_00028_1
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2204_2023_A01
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2204_2023_A01
http://www.frontiersin.org/Journal/Abstract.aspx?d=0&name=Science_and_Environmental_Communication&ART_DOI=10.3389/fcomm.2022.1024602
http://www.frontiersin.org/Journal/Abstract.aspx?d=0&name=Science_and_Environmental_Communication&ART_DOI=10.3389/fcomm.2022.1024602
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2105_2022_A02/
https://jcom.sissa.it/article/pubid/JCOM_2105_2022_A02/
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9704
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9683
https://doi.org/10.55597/e8703
https://doi.org/10.55597/e8292
https://doi.org/10.55597/e8096
https://doi.org/10.55597/e7767
https://doi.org/10.55597/e7655
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Jürgens, A.-S., Lisa Petheram and Blake Thompson (2022): "Street Art, Science and Engagement: 
Introducing a New Series". w/k – Between Science & Art. 7 May 2022. 
https://doi.org/10.55597/e7564. 
 
#1.3 
Peer-reviewed online articles addressing a broad audience – co-led by and co-authored with PhD 

candidate Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe  

Patrick Galvin, Camilo Potocnjak Oxman, Stefan Buchenberger, Torsten Weber and Crystal Leigh-
Clitheroe (2025): Science Goes Pop: The Zine Art Edition. w/k–Between Science & Art 
Journal. https://doi.org/10.55597/e10327 
 

Kel Ronning, Kikifoxbones, Ben Nickl, Anna-Sophie Jürgens and Crystal Leigh-Clitheroe (2025): 
Science Goes Pop: Superhero Art Edition. w/k–Between Science & Art 
Journal. https://doi.org/10.55597/e10328 
 

Houl, Britt Nichols, Dan Santos, Crystal Leigh-Clitheroe and Anna-Sophie Jürgens (2025): Science 
Goes Pop: The Whimsical Assemblage Art Edition. w/k–Between Science & Art 
Journal. https://doi.org/10.55597/e10326 
 

Justin Yarrow, Clyde Beech, Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe and A.-S. Jürgens (2025): "SuperScientists: 
Celebrating science through the power of superheroes. " w/k–Between Science & Art Journal. 
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10289. 
 

Justin Yarrow, Clyde Beech, Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe and A.-S. Jürgens (2025): "SuperScientists: 
Celebrating science through the power of superheroes. " w/k–Between Science & Art Journal. 
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10289. 
 

Bernd Eberhart, Sandra Teschow, Thomas Susanka, A.-S. Jürgens and Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe 
(2024): Science Notes Magazine: Exciting our Visual Imagination about Science. w/k–Between 
Science & Art Journal. https://doi.org/10.55597/e9829. 
 

Matteo Farinella, Jürgens, A.-S. and Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe (2024): "Matteo Farinella: Illustrated 
Science Communication & Visual Science Storytelling." w/k – Between Science & Art. 17 August 
2024. https://doi.org/10.55597/e9752. 

 

Jürgens, A.-S. and Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe (2024): "Visual Science Storytelling, Sequential Art & 
Illustrated Science Communication: Introducing a New Series." w/k – Between Science & Art. 17 
August 2024. https://doi.org/10.55597/e9741. 

 
#1.4 
Academic blog posts led by and co-authored with students 
 
Lisa Klonis and A.-S. Jürgens (2025): "Living Weapons in Animation: Fantasy and Anxiety", 
Fantasy/Animation, 6 June 2025. 
 

Vinhara Goonesekera and A.-S. Jürgens (2023): "Science as Fantasy: Humour and Human 
Psychology in Pixar’s Inside Out (2015)". Fantasy/Animation, 7 April 2023. 
 

#2  

OVERVIEW OF CREATIVE STUDENT PROJECTS EMERGING FROM COURSE WORK AND 

INTERNSHIPS (supervised by Dr Anna-Sophie Jürgens) 
 
 

"ASTR101: KickSTARting your Astrophysics Voyage", Anneliese Joy, 2025 (SCOM2006) 
 

"Bolognstein", Ella Mclaughlan, 2025 (SCOM2006)  
 

"TransForming Science", Lil Logan, 2024 (SCOM2006) 
 

"Engaging in humorous conversation: “Poly’s Tour in Sydney”", Jaquelen Huang, 2024 
(SCOM2006) 
 

"Jasper’s Journey", Amirah Farrell, 2024 (SCOM6006) 

https://doi.org/10.55597/e7564
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10327
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10328
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10326
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10289
https://doi.org/10.55597/e10289
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9829
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9752
https://doi.org/10.55597/e9741
https://www.fantasy-animation.org/current-posts/living-weapons-in-animation-fantasy-and-anxiety?fbclid=IwY2xjawK0c-lleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFvbXVTNGF5TTVOZUdrZE9zAR5zPBEwHm8FGU864U5Ph6VvUwRLU7Kw94bmUOgYrZx1Y7eHvbdy2CTi9uWTQA_aem_Yw4piaZCNJ0FyqvnCFZ1PQ
https://www.fantasy-animation.org/current-posts/science-as-fantasy-humour-and-human-psychology-in-pixars-inside-out-2015
https://www.fantasy-animation.org/current-posts/science-as-fantasy-humour-and-human-psychology-in-pixars-inside-out-2015
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/astr101-kickstarting-your-astrophysics-voyage/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/scholarly-essays/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/transforming-science/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/engaging-in-humorous-conversation-polys-tour-in-sydney/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/jaspers-journey/
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"Enacting Innovation", Sarah Barnes, 2023 (internship) 
 

"Improving Laboratory Safety Instruction with Audio-visual Humour", Tammy Armour, 2023 
(SCOM6006) 
 

"To be Continued", Rishika Nair, 2023 (internship) 
 

"Co-Creation and Collaboration – Engaged ANU", Isha Singhal, 2023 (internship) 
 

"Comedy for Conservation", Emilie McKenna, 2023 (SCOM2006) 
 

"Correcting Critter Misconceptions with Comics", Dr Emma Rehn, 2022 (SCOM6006) 
 

“Healthy Humour”, Eliza Martin, 2022 (SCOM2006) 
 

"Far Out! Visions and Visualisations of Outer Space in Science, Sci-Fi Film and Space Art", Lilia 
Walsh, 2021 (internship) 
 

"Ice (St)Ages", Rishika Nair, 2021 (internship) 
 

The Popsicule also hosts the Sci_Burst podcast (led by two former CPAS students, one of which 

was Anna-Sophie’s Honours student). 

#3  

COURSE FEEDBACK SCOM 2006/6006 – “SCIENCE, HUMOUR AND POP CULTURE”       

(2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025) (shorthand: “Science & Humour”) 

 

IMPORTANT EXPLANATION: The core component of SCOM2006/6006 is a five-day, online-only 

intensive teaching week. Following this, students receive written feedback on their three-minute 

videos (created during the intensive) and on their project proposals. They then move on to 

develop their main projects, which are also assessed with written feedback and a final mark. 

SELT surveys are scheduled after students receive feedback on their proposals. However, by 

that time, several weeks will have passed since the actual teaching experience. To ensure 

timely and meaningful reflections, we collect student feedback in a shared, anonymous 

PDF on the final day of the intensive week. Alternatively, students may choose to provide 

feedback via email if they prefer a non-anonymous option. This feedback is gathered before 

the SELT survey is distributed – after students have received feedback on their proposals and 

prior to the submission of their final reports. While participation in SELT is generally low, the 

responses we do receive are excellent. 

https://popsiculedev.wpenginepowered.com/enacting-innovation/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/improving-lab-safety-instruction-with-audio-visual-humour/
https://popsiculedev.wpenginepowered.com/visualising-a-research-based-podcast-accessibility-and-engagement/
https://popsiculedev.wpenginepowered.com/co-creativity-reflections-insights-and-impact/
https://popsiculedev.wpenginepowered.com/comedy-for-conservation/
https://popsiculedev.wpenginepowered.com/correcting-critter-misconceptions-with-comics/
https://cpas.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/healthy-humour
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/far-out/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/ice-stages/
https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/podcast/
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/course/SCOM2006
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SCOM2006/6006 is structured around 26 purpose-built teaching videos, featuring guest 
speakers from ANU and beyond. 

Student feedback 2021  

Student feedback 2022  
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Student feedback 2023  

Student feedback 2024  
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EVIDENCE COLLECTION – PART 2  

Beyond the classroom: Expanding and celebrating learning through (creative) engagement and 
public conversation 
 
 

#4  

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH NETWORKING (example) 

“Science goes pop” workshop in Cologne, Germany (2024): Our workshop brought together 

researchers and (PhD) students interested in pop culture studies as well as science 

communication and knowledge transfer from several continents to explore how the two fields can 

support and advance each other. In particular, it sought to understand the potential, pitfalls and 

Student feedback 2025  

Student feedback 2026  

https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/discover-our-science-in-comics-events/
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promises of pop culture to convey meanings of science and to engage audiences with research 

that might otherwise not be reached by conventional means of science communication. – co-

organised and co-led with Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe 

 

#5 

COMMUNITY-FOCUSED & ART-CENTRED SCIENCE COMMUNICATION ENGAGEMENT = 
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING (example) 
 

“Science Goes Pop” in Canberra (2025): We invited six Canberra-based artists and six comics 

scholars to explore the power of science through the medium of comics and illustration. The 

experimental event included live presentations by scholars from Canberra, Sydney, Yokohama and 

Tokyo, each offering 15-minute “impulse talks” on science and comics, and led to original artworks 

created in response to these talks, unveiling how science can be visually interpreted and 

emotionally resonant. “Science Goes Pop” enhanced experiential and interdisciplinary learning 

by blending scientific inquiry with visual storytelling, enabling participants to emotionally 

engage with and culturally contextualise science through comics and art. Find out more on 

the Popsicule website and take a look at our three collaborative publications that emerged from 

this iniative – co-organised with Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe and supported by Inspiring the ACT. 

https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/discover-our-science-in-comics-events/
file:///C:/Users/Rapunzel/Desktop/ANU%20ZUKUNFT/ANU%20Award/between-science-and-art.com/tag/illustrated-scicomm/
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#6  

EXCITING THE PUBLIC IMAGINATION ABOUT SCIENCE – AT COMICCON CANBERRA  
 

In 2024, the Popsicule turned Comic-Con Canberra into a non-traditional learning environment 

where science was encountered outside the classroom. At our Popsicule stand visitors engaged 

with scientific ideas through familiar pop culture formats (films, comics etc) which lowers barriers to 

understanding and increases accessibility. The aim was also to excite future students about 

science, given that science is also for the curious, the creative and the cosplay crowd. This 

engagement adventure, which is part of our cross-disciplinary interest in science in comics, was 

initiated by Crystal-Leigh Clitheroe. – Dr Karina Judd and a team of Popsiculists/CPAS co-

conspirators joined forces to bring science into dialogue with superheroes, villains and pop culture 

icons; supported by Science Week. 
 

 

#7  

DISCUSSING STREET ART AS PUBLIC PEDAGOGY – WITH ANU STUDENTS AND 

CANBERRA ARTISTS 

As part of the Uncharted Territory Festival, the Popsicule discussed the fascinating influences and 
interconnections between street art, science (communication) and pop culture in two public 
symposia. Speakers included Blake Thompson (one of Anna-Sophie‘s SCOM3003 students) and 
former CPAS Honours students Isabel Richards and Ella McCarthy. 

https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/science-in-comics/
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#8  
(PHD) STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN PANEL DISCUSSIONS AS ‘PUBLIC INTELLECTUALS’ 
AS PART OF OUR “SCIENCE. ART. FILM.” SERIES (organised, curated and run by Dr Jürgens 
under the Popsicule banner)  
See the “Science. Art. Film.” webpage for more information on the following events. 
 

The "Science. Art. Film." series, a series of science-themed film nights with panel discussions, is 
part of the science communication initiatives of the Popsicule. "Science. Art. Film." explores the 
weird, wacky and wonderful facets of science and art in cinema. Each public film screening starts 
with a short academic introduction, followed by a film, followed by a panel discussion with experts 
from different disciplines and plenty of time for questions and thoughts from the audience. In 2024, 
one of the "Science. Art. Film." events was turned into an ABC Big Ideas podcast. 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Paprika” (upcoming) – with Crystal-Leigh 
Clitheroe (CPAS PhD candidate) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Ex Machina” (Season 6, 2025) – with Dr Karina 
Judd (former CPAS PhD candidate) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Tank Girl” (Season 6, 2025) – with Tegan Clark 
(former CPAS student) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Spiderman” (Season 5, 2024) – with Crystal-
Leigh Clitheroe (CPAS PhD candidate) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Spiderman” (Season 5, 2024) – with Lilia Walsh 
(former CPAS Honours student) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Blade” (Season 5, 2024) – with Pidge 
Greenwood (former “Science & Humour” student) – part of National Science Week 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Black Orpheus” (Season 4, 2024) – with Rita 
Agha (CPAS PhD candidate) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Vesper” (Season 4, 2024) – with Jack Dalton 
(former ANU student) 
 

“Science. Art. Film.” screening & discussion of “Batman& Robin” (Season 2, 2023) – with Isabel 
Richards and Elle McCarthy (former CPAS Honours students) 

https://popsicule.weblogs.anu.edu.au/science-in-film-series/
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/bigideas/the-cultural-impact-of-jaws-sharks-spielberg-tuba/104397732

